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NATIONAL REPQRT 


Ike Promises Commission To Probe Bias 
President-elect Dwight D. Eisenhower promised a 
group of Negro clergymen that he would set up his 
own commission to find out what treatment minority 
groups get in hotels, jobs and restaurants. The 
promise came from the president-elect after the 
group of Negro ministers presented him with a two- 
page, typewritten message in which they outlined 
what they hoped the Republican administration will 
do “for the eradication of the evil of racial discrimi- 
nation and segregation from which we have too long 
suffered.”” The delegation belonged to the National 
Fraternal Council of Churches and represented 13 
denominations with more than 7,000,000 members. 
Spokesman for the group, Dr. William H. Jernagin, 
said later that Eisenhower “seemed very receptive 
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Clergymen conjerring witn ike over bias. 

to our ideas” and expressed amazement that Negroes were 
not admitted to hotels and suffered other similar Jim 
Crow restrictions throughout the U.S. Rev. Jernagin also 
quoted the president-elect as saying he would “get all the 
facts on the treatment of Negroes and other minority 
groups in the country,” and that “even if every Negro in 
America had voted against me, I still would do what is 
right.” 

12 Negro GIs Among Victims In Record Air Crash 
At least a doz- CO  ——. 
en Negro GIs 
were counted 
among victims 
in the crash of 
a giant C-124 
Globemaster at 
Larsen Air Base, 
Wash., which 
claimed 87 lives. 
The big plane 
was carrying 115 
hitch - hiking 
servicemen . é - Ce 
homeward on David Bolden Freeman Ford 
holiday furloughs when it faltered at the end of a runway 






and plowed into the earth in history’s worst aviation | 
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disaster. Maj. T. E. Wassum, a communications officer 
at Larsen field, told JET that no exact count of the Negro 
casualties was available since the Air Force does not list 
personnel by race, but one of the dead was identified as 
Airman 2/c Willie J. Blake. He was returning to his home 
in Birmingham after two years in Korea. Of 28 survivors, 
Cpl. Freeman Ford and Pfc. David Bolden escaped unin- 
jured. Airman 2/c Ernest Narcisse of Lafayette, La., was 
hospitalized with minor lacerations. After sifting the 
wreckage, Air Force investigators said the crash resulted 
from an unlocked control switch. 


W Bomb Victims: Severely burned on their hands and 
faces when a phosphorus bomb was tossed into a New 
York bar, Esterbar Milendez and Gordon Green receive 
first aid at St. Luke’s Hospital. Police said a Marine and 
a soldier, dressed in civilian clothes, tossed the bomb into 
the bar, injuring 13 persons. The Marine, James McDer- 
mott, was shot in the head by a policeman. The soldier, 
Mark Stutter, was arrested. 
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BOTH RACES UNITE, REBUILD 


At Itta Bena, Miss., Negroes and whites donated money 
for the reconstruction of a Christmas nativity scene on 
the Mississippi Vocational College eampus after it was 
damaged by a group of white teen-agers. Dr. J. H. White, 
president of the college, said that the scene was rebuilt 
in two days, after word of the vandalism spread through 
the Delta area. Three or four white youths had knocked 
out floodlights and toppled over the entire scene depict- 
ing the Christ child in the manger, then fled in a pickup 


* 





Miss. Siamese Twins Die, One On Operating Table 

A four-month-old Siamese twin, joined head to head 
with his brother who died nine hours earlier, died also in 
Memphis before brain surgeons could try to save his life. 
The twins, John Edward and John L. Flowers, who were 
born last August to Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt Flowers of 
Greenwood, Miss., were joined extensively at the head, 
but apparently had separate brains. They had enjoyed 
good health until John Ed suddenly became ill and died 
20 minutes later. The dead child and its living twin were 
then rushed 145 miles in a highway patrol car to Mem- 
phis for the operation. John L. died in the operating 
room. 


Convict Woman Who Kil'ed White Doctor In Fla. 

An all-white jury in Live Oak, Fla., convicted Mrs. 
Ruby McCollum, 37-year-old mother of three, of first de- 
gree murder for the fatal shooting of Dr. C. Leroy Adams, 
white, who she said is the father of one of her children. 
Unless the case is appealed to a higher court, a sentence 
of death in the electric chair will be handed down within 
15 days. Florida law requires the death penalty in all 
cases in which the jury does not recommend clemency. 
As she heard the jury return its verdict, Mrs. McCollum 
merely stared at the ceiling, her expression steady. 
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D | XMAS SCENE VANDALS RUINED 


cy truck which was standing waiting nearby. 


on Calling the citizens’ rally to rebuild the display “a won- 
as derfully heart-warming experience,” President White de- 
te, clared, “We want our Northern friends, who so often 
ilt misunderstand these things, to know that we have al- 
zh ways had 100 per cent cooperation and support from the 
ed white people of Mississippi. I want to see the day when 
t- my people will not judge all white people by a few and 
up then white people will not judge all my people by a few.” 
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Va. Governor Frees Once-Doomed Convict 





ad Silas Rogers, 30, who was 
in sentenced to death 10 years 
fe. ago for killing a policeman 
Te walked out of a Virginia prison 
of a free man because a reporter 
ud, at this trial refused to believe 
ed him guilty. Gov. John S. Bat- 
ed tle granted Rogers a full par- 
re don after hearing new evi- 
m- dence gathered by Editor Jack 
ng Kilpatrick of the Richmond 


News-Leader through tedious 
detective work. Battle said he 
was convinced that Rogers was 


rs. convicted of slaying officer 
le- R. B. Hatchell at Petersburg on 
ns, perjured testimony. Kilpatrick 
en. did not believe the testimony 
ce of two soldiers that Rogers, 
un who allegedly hitched a ride 
all with them, committed the 
cy. crime, and spent 10 years prov- 
1m ing him innocent. Rogers said 


he was going to New York. Silas Rogers 








Senators Study Plans To Curb Filibusters 
More than 30 senators were called 
to Washington to confer on changing 
Senate rules on the filibuster—prime 
weapon used by Southern Democrats 
to scuttle civil rights legislation. Or- 
ganizer of the conference, Sen. Hu- 
bert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.), said 
invitations were sent to Senators of 
both parties who favor tightening 
rules on Senate talkathons. Humphrey, = 
a staunch advocate of Federal civil Sen. Humphrey 
rights legislation, said both Demo- Saati r 
cratic and Republican platforms 
called for a halt to filibusters, and 
“it seems the least we can do to carry 
out those pledges.” Other sponsors 
of the conference are Sen. Herbert H. 
Lehman (D., N. Y.), Sen. Irving M. 
Ives (R., N. Y.), and Sen. Paul H. 
Douglas (D., Ill.). In Atlanta, Sen. 
Richard Russell (D., Ga.) said that ' él 
the Senate is no place for “goon Sen. Russell 
squad tactics.” Answered Sen. Humphrey: “The only 
‘goon squad’ tactics I know of is the tactic of the fili- 
buster, which is a rule by a minority without regard for 
majority opinion.” 






Phila. Handyman Willed Dentist’s $200,000 

Jesse Sims, a 62-year-old Philadelphia handyman, was 
willed the $200,000 estate of a retired dentist he had be- 
friended for six years. The dentist, 80-year-old Dr. Henry 
H. Kuhn, was found dead in the gas-filled kitchen of his 
home, an apparent suicide. Nearby was a will which he 
had scrawled on the back of a delinquent tax notice. It 
read: “I leave all of my earthly possessions to Jesse Sims 
... The Negro handyman, who had done odd jobs and 
looked after the recluse dentist’s real estate properties 
for six years, told police: “He was the only friend I had.” 





Ga. Police Bar 11 From Visiting Rosa Ingram 

Georgia police barred 11 women from visiting Mrs. Rosa 
Lee Ingram in the Reidsville (Ga.) State Prison where 
she is serving a life term for the 1947 murder of a white 
tenant farmer, who allegedly attempted to rape her. The 
six Negro and five white women, all New Yorkers, were 
halted one mile from the prison by state highway patrol- 
men as they drove from Savannah in segregated taxicabs 
for the Christmas visit. Gov. Herman Talmadge had said 
in an earlier exchange of letters with William L. Patter- 
son, executive secretary of the leftist Civil Rights Con- 
gress, that the delegation would not be welcome. The 
visitors accused the police of being “vicious hoodlums and 
Klansmen.” They said they merely intended to bring a 
little Christmas “greeting” to Mrs. Ingram. 
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W Three Generations Help Honor Legislator: When Atty. 
Charles J. Jenkins (1.), chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee in the Illinois House of Representatives, was 
honored for his 22 years of service in the State Legisla- 
ture at a testimonial banquet in Chicago, he was flanked 
by his mother Mrs. Alice B. Steele, his son Charles J., Jr., 
and his grandson Charles III. More than 900 guests 
honored the Republican leader. 


. 
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U. S. Seeks $205,717 From St. Louis Policy Men 

Federal income tax liens totaling $205,717 were filed at 
-» Suburban Clayton, Mo., against Ezra and Hosea Harris 
of St. Louis. The brothers, who have been called the 
“policy kings” of St. Louis, have been arrested and fined 
occasionally for running such operations as “the original 
U. S. policy game.” Ezra was named in liens amounting 
to $194,416 on income tax and penalties for 1949-51. 
Hosea was named for $11,301 in delinquencies for the 
same period. 


Minnesota To Study ‘Employment On Merit’ Bill 


A fair employment practices bill under the name of 
“employment on merit” will be introduced during the 
1953 session of the Minnesota State Legislature. The bill 
has the support of Republican state legislators and Min- 
nesota’s GOP national committeeman, George Etzell. 


Yesterday In Negro History 


January 3, 1939—Ethel Waters starred as Hagar in 
the Broadway opening of Mamba’s Daughters and 
was highly praised by New York critics. 


January 4, 1795—Elijah Roberts, founder of the all- 
Negro Roberts Settlement in central Indiana, was 
born in Weldon, N. C. He was the grandfather of 
the late Dr. Carl G. Roberts, eminent Chicago 
surgeon. 


January 5, 1911 — Kappa 
Alpha Psi fraternity was 
founded at the University 
of Indiana in Bloomington 
with Alpha chapter char- 
tered as the first chapter. 


2 January 6, 1866—Haines In- 
stitute in Augusta, Ga., was 
founded by Lucy Craft 
Laney, pioneer Negro wom- 
an educator. Ethel Waters 
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New U.S. Judge. Illinois Assemblyman Charles J. 
Jenkins, chairman of the appropriations committee 
of the State House of Representatives, will be ap- 


_ pointed as the midwest’s first Negro federal judge by 
' President-elect Dwight Eisenhower. 


Account Executive. A nationally-known white ad- 
vertising firm in the deep South will employ its first 
Negro account executive—a woman—some time 
after July 1. 


Pro Bowl Standout. Ollie Matson, Olympic Games 
400 metre runner and sensational young rookie full- 
back with the Chicago Cardinal football team, will 
win the “outstanding player” award in the annual 
Pro Bowl football game, Jan. 10 in Los Angeles. 


Negro College Faculty Probe. The Senate McCar- 
ran Committee next will turn its spotlight on Negro 
college faculties, seeking to uncover any professors 
with “leftish” tendencies. 


Chicken In The Rough. Olympic hero Jesse Owens 
soon will open a de luxe “Chicken in the Rough” 
restaurant in Chicago, featuring two delivery wag- 
ons with full-sized pictures of him in racing poses 
on the sides. 


‘Brown Hope’ Search. Mannie Seamon, former Joe 
Louis trainer, will make a spring tour of Negro col- 
leges in search of a “brown hope’”’ to lift the heavy- 
weight crown from champion Rocky Marciano. 


W 








Since ancient times, people the world over have mar-' the, 
veled at civilization’s unique creations, both man-made | ligh 
and natural. In spite of progress, the most outstanding} gm; 
of these “wonders” have withstood the time tests of cen-| gee, 
turies, continually confounding observers in the mystery | jows 
of their construction or formation. Few such wonders, | 
however, have ever been identified with Negro genius, | 
yet some of them can be traced directly to Negroes who | toph 


either built, designed or engineered their creation. On; Tem: 
ever 
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The Citadel in Haiti, though deserted since 1820, is in “very good 30 f 
shape.” Princip e of its design is unknown. + whicl 
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these pages JET spot- 
lights seven of the most 
amazing of these Negro 
accomplishments as fol- 
lows: 


e Citadel of Chris- 
tophe: One of the most 
remarkable structures 
ever built by man is this 
huge fortress which 
straddles a 3000-foot 
mountain a few miles 
from Cap Haitian, Haiti, 
commanding the Carib- 
bean. It is a miracle of 
architecture, perhaps 
the most impressive 
structure ever conceived 
and built by Negroes. 
Constructed during the 
reign of Henri (King 
Henri I) Christophe, it 
stands 130 feet at its 
tallest point, has walls 
30 feet thick, behind 
which were once located 














African art, like Belgian Congo 
figurine, spans all history. 
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Some ‘Wonders’ Date Back Centuries ‘ 


365 huge cannons, one for each day of the year. More An 
than 20,000 men died hauling stone up the treacherous by 
mountain sides for its construction. Though deserted _ 
since 1820, the Citadel is in excellent condition today. yi 

e African Art: Only recently has the world realized the Pi 
importance of African art, which is at least 5000 years “ 
old. Brought to Anglo-Saxon attention early in the cur- wh 
rent century by European artists, its impact on world the 
art today is acknowledged in most informed circles. out 
Roger Fry, the foremost British art critic, has said, BU 
“Modern art owes more to (Africans) than to any other tha 
tradition, and it is to the credit of artists that they were str 
the first to see its importance, the first to look to it for fro 
a clue to that purer, less contingent plastic language of of : 
which they have often dreamed.” fect 





Egyptian pyramids were built by slaves, often during rule of Aeso 
black kings. Pyramid at Gizeh covers 13 acres, is 481 feet high. Fabt. 
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e Negro Spirituals: The spirituals, one of two truly 
ore American culture forms (the other: jazz), were created 
—_ by Negro slaves and illustrate their toil, tragedies, hopes, 
ted and isolated joys. They are unique in musical construc- 

tion, in power, in simple eloquence, and stand singularly 
apart from all other known folk songs. 


en e Pyramids of Egypt: Built by black and white slaves 
ur- who worked during certain periods under black kings, 


rid the Pyramids of Egypt are wonders of construction. An 
les outstanding example is found in the Pyramid at Gizeh. 
aid. Built in 4700 B.C., it covers 13 acres, is 150 feet higher 
her than St. Paul’s Cathedral, and is as accurately con- 
structed as the most modern of buildings. Constructed 


ro from rough-hewn stone set in mortar, it is only 6/10th 
» of of an inch in error lengthwise and only a foot off a per- 


fect square. 
e Aesop’s Fables: Virtually everyone today finds occa- 






4h + 
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le of 
high. 


Aesop, a slave who lived in ancient Greece, created Aesop’s 
Fables which are still popular. The great wit was court favorite. 
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Aesop’s Fables Still Quoted Today 


sion to quote Aesop’s Fables. A black slave, born in ant 
Phrygia, Asia Minor, around 600 B.C., Aesop soon dis- ant 
played great wit and became a favorite of important age 
people. Such scholars as Plato, Aristotle, and Socrates e 


(who put the fables to verse), were strongly influenced ing 
by him. As alive today as the day Aesop wrote them are Wh 
such fables as these: “A philosopher should value a man of 
for his mind and not for his body”; “Familiarity breeds fir. 
contempt”; “United we stand, divided we fall’; and “Do th 


not count your chickens before they are hatched.” stri 

@ Jazz: The music called jazz sprang, like spirituals, far 
from the souls of an impoverished, down-trodden people. nut 
Thus, its birthplace extends from the bordellos of New | wa 
Orleans to the Ozark Hills, from the Carolina cotton | “gO 
fields to Chicago’s South Side. Yet, the wonder is this: only 
it has been accepted at Carnegie Hall, the Lido in Paris, Car 
the Philharmonic in Los Angeles, and at other “long- obts 
hair” spots of the world. The base of jazz is its beat, a-y 


which was introduced to American music by the Negro. pia 
In no other music is the performer allowed freedom to 
improvise while still being held to a “definite point” by 
beat. The late Chick Webb once attempted to describe it 








Negro spirituals as sung by the Talladega College Choir, are— 
along with jazz music—the only American cultural creations. 
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by saying, ‘‘It’s 
like loving a gal, 
and havin’ a fight, 
and then seein’ her 
again.” 


e George Wash- 
ington Carver: 
When Carver, son 
of a slave mother, 
first suggested 
that poverty- 
stricken southern 
farmers plant pea- 
nuts, some said he 
was crazy. The 
“goober” was fit 
only for hogs! But, 
Carver made a wonder of the “goober,” from which he 
obtained more than 300 products, creating a $200,000,000- 
a-year business. The world’s first chemurgist, a teacher, 
pianist, artist, and inventor, Carver was both a wonder 

and a creator of 
wonders. He made 
more than 100 
products from the 
sweet potato, ob- 
tained 500 dyes 
from fruit, leaves, 
roots, and plant 
stems. Thomas Ed- 
ison, perhaps the 
greatest inventor 
in American his- 
tory, impressed by 
Carver’s genius 
once sought to hire 
him, saying: “To- 
—| Jazz, another Negro creation, is symbol- ether, we shall un- 
ns. | ized in trumpeteer Louis Armstrong. lock the universe.” 


George Washington Carver created more 
than 300 products from the peanut. 
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Mau Maus Kill 11 After British Sentence 11 To Die a 
Eleven “disloyal” Africans were killed by Mau Mau m. 






















cultists in Kenya, East Africa, on Christmas eve, appar- co 
ently in reprisal for the earlier sentencing to death of 11 tr 
Kikuyu tribesmen who were convicted of murdering a on 


British settler. Most of the victims of the anti-white de 
secret society lived in the forests, mainly in the Nyeri 
reserve where five were hacked to death. In the Gicathca Hi 
area, where the government recently confiscated 9,000 
head of live stock, two tribesmen were killed. Police sig 


surprised a secret Mau Mau meeting, killed one Kikuyu, ber 
wounded two and arrested two others. A native forest{ vel 
guard was beheaded a mile and a half from the Treetops | in 
Hotel at Nyeri, where Queen Elizabeth visited last year, ' an 
and the bodies of two African soldiers, reported missing,| to 
were found in a river. Earlier, 20 farm workers were ar-| Ad 


rested near Thompson’s Falls. The 11 tribesmen sen- 

tenced to death were found guilty of killing Eric Bowyer, Br 
who was found cut to death in the bathroom of his farm y 
house in the Kinangon district 
, 2 wi ‘] 














'. whligy: ' 
a Convicted Mau Mau tribesmen at dea sentencing. 
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Africans Save 14 In 4,500 Ft. Climb From Mine 

After climbing 4,500 feet to safety from the depths of 
a gold mine near Johannesburg, South Africa, five Negro 
miners led rescuers back into the pit to help save 14 
comrades left behind in a rockfall. In all 22 miners were 
trapped for 36 hours after a 400-foot tunnel caved in, but 
only three men died. One European was also reported 
dead in the accident. 


High Altitude Forces U. S. Envoy To Quit Ethiopia 

The U. S. Ambassador to Ethiopia, J. Rives Childs, re- 
signed his post in Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian capital, 
because of “excessive altitude.” Childs, who is 59 and a 
veteran of 30 years in the diplomatic corps, complained 
in his letter of resignation to President Truman that his— 
and his wife’s—health would not permit further exposure 
to the “abnormal living conditions” of 8,000-foot-high 
Addis Ababa. 


British Parliament Studies Negro Unemployment 
The British Parliament is investigating the problem of 
Negro immigrants who are entering England and swelling 
national relief rolls because they cannot find employment. 
The investigation follows London Sunday Chronicle claims 
that thousands of Negro men from the West Indies and 
West Africa “are living in Britain without working at the 
expense of the National Assistance Board.” “In large 
cities such as London, Birmingham and Liverpool, the 
problem of workless immigrants is becoming more acute,” 
the Chronicle asserted. “Men from the West Indies and 
West Africa arrive often with their families after paying 
fares of anything up to 90 pounds (about $252). More 
than 200 a year come as stowaways. After a tall prison sen- 
tence or fine, they are allowed, as British subjects, to stay. 
If they cannot find work they apply for national assist- 
ance.” A spokesman for the British Colonial Office when 
queried about the critical situation said that his office 
has no power to stop the influx of colonials. 











Blind African Tribesmen Get Braille System 

Missionaries in South Africa reported that they had 
succeeded in putting the complex languages of the Zulu 
and Xhosa tribes into Braille for blind natives. Biggest 
obstacle in making the translations, they said, was over- 
coming grammar difficulties. Technicians discovered that 
many of the 12,000 basic native words assembled were 
broken down into as many as nine groups and syllables, 
with rules as rigid as those in the Latin language. They 
had to devise Braille symbols for the most common 
terms, then induce the natives to use them. 


Jamaican Coronation Delegates To Dine With Queen 


Jamaican representatives to the Coronation of British 
Queen Elizabeth will dine with the young queen in Lon- 
don after the ceremony next May. Among the West In- 
dian leaders who will extend their stay in England in 
order to attend the luncheon is labor leader William A. 
Bustamante, majority party leader in the West Indian 
Parliament. 


NEGROES GUARD WORLD’S MOST 


In Central Africa’s Belgian Congo, a 500-man detach- 
ment of hardened Negro troops is on guard day and night 
around the most valuable hole in the ground anywhere 
in the western world. Out of this half-mile wide, deep- 
shafted hole in the remote village of Shinkolobwe, come 
thousands of precious tons of uranium, hewn from the 
richest deposit ever uncovered. This dark, steely substance 
supplies the bulk of America’s growing stockpile of atomic 
weapons and the projected hydrogen bomb. 

A narrow, rutted road leads through the jungle to the 
area where squat armored cars, weapon carriers and jeeps 
are lined up outside wooden barracks. Natives who live 
along the approaches to the zone beat tom toms if they 
see any strangers and tribal chiefs pass the word along 
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ki World’s War Heroes Meet In London: African Gold 
Coast delegate Ohene Larbi was among war heroes of 
many lands who met at conference of World Veterans 
Federation in London to discuss plan for rehabilitating 
disabled veterans. 
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VALUABLE HOLE IN GROUND 


by runner to the territorial agent. Heavy steel barriers 
and 10-foot-high, triple-strand barbed wire fences halt 
the curious. Visitors to the area consider themselves lucky 
if they can get within 10 miles of the mine, so closely is 
it guarded. 

About 1,000 native miners live in mud-walled, straw- 
topped huts and never get outside the barbed wire bar- 
riers until they finish work terms of three, six or nine 
years. Round-the-clock crews of borers, blasters and load- 
ers go down into the mine and send up tons of rich ura- 
nium. At night, the ore is packed in heavy metal drums 
and shipped across the Congo to the freshwater port of 
Matadi on the west coast, from where it is loaded on 
cargo ships for the United States. 











Worops of tHe Weex 


Dr. Thales de Azavedo, anthropology professor at the Uni- 
versity of Bahia in Bahia, Brazil, to a Catholic interracial 
forum in New York City: “Mention of race or color is con- 
sidered bad manners in Brazil, and we have no idea that 
one race is more capable than others.” 


Daniel Sunday, a Nigerian dancer, telling American au- 
thorities in Munich, Germany, why he sold marijuana 
cigarettes to soldiers to cure their asthma: “Even my 
grandma used to smoke these cigarettes, therefore I sold 
them to sick soldiers.” 


Jose Ferrer, stage and screen actor, commenting on the 
announcement that Robeson had been awarded the Stalin 
Peace Prize: “I do not believe that Paul Robeson has 
anything fundamentaily in common with Ralph Bunche, 
Marian Anderson, Joe Louis, Dorothy Maynor, Jackie 
Robinson and other Negroes who are winning the uphill 
battle for Negro rights. Nor does he have very much in 
common with the Negro soldiers in Korea who are help- 
ing to fight the battle for freedom against Communist 
aggression and dictatorship.” 


Jack Chancellor, artist and science-fiction writer, “IJ’d like 
to be the first to reach the moon before they Jim Crow 
the darn place.” 


Sam Jethroe, Boston Braves out- 
fielder, to Erie, Pa., police as they 
nabbed him trying to escape a 
poker game by the back door: “J 
was on my way home.” 


Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, 
explaining to an American why 
Communism has not prospered in 
the African monarchy: “Commun- 
ism succeeds where there is poverty. —e 
Thank God we are not so poor.” Haile Selassie 
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MR. & MRS. 


Acquanetta Sues Magazine Artist For Divorce 


Charging “grievous men- 
tal suffering and anguish,” 
29-year-old film beauty 
Burnu Acquanetta sued 
*for divorce from 71l-year- 
old magazine artist Henry 
Clive. She was his sixth 

wife. Clive said he would 

not contest the suit, ex- 

plaining, “I read about 
King Solomon in the Bible 

for consolation. He had 
seven hundred wives in all 
—the Tommy Manville of 
his day.” The couple was 
married in April, 1951. 
Their most recent separa- ‘ 
tion occurred on December Burnu Acquanetta 
1. A suit filed early in 1952 was dismissed by the actress 
after a reconciliation last May. 





‘Bishop’s’ Daughter Says Parents Imprisoned Her 

Mrs. Lewis E. Ratliff, 18-year-old daughter of a Detroit 
“bishop,” testified in Circuit Court that after her mar- 
riage to a factory worker in November her parents kept 
her a “virtual prisoner” in their luxurious Boston Blvd. 
home. Petitioning for a writ of habeas corpus, she charged 
that the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. General Greer had her placed 
in the mental ward of Receiving Hospital when they heard 
of the wedding. Later, they moved her to Chicago and 
kept her there until December when she was allowed to 
return to work in Detroit. Although her mother drove her 
to and from work, Mrs. Ratliff said she saw her husband 
“once,” by slipping off the job. Judge Vincent Brennan 
granted Mrs. Ratliff permission to live with her husband 
without “interference.” 
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Bill Kenny of the Ink Spots selected a white Canadian girl for 
his second wife, after divorcing colored first wife. 


24 





_—@ on Gh Oh ht tek Ot Oo lL || 


nm tha ae oe oo fk ot 


a. 2 oe. oe oe 


Choose White 





S 





Wives 


In the intimate world of jazz where color bars are apt 
to fade more readily, interracial marriages between Negro 
musicians and white brides have become more and more 
frequent in recent years. For unlike the Negro doughboy 
musicians of World War I who married white brides 
abroad and chose to remain in Europe rather than face 

embarrassing race bias at home, today’s Negro musicians 
are following the dictates of their hearts, color lines not- 
withstanding. 


| Just why the jazz world seems to play cupid to inter- 


q 


racial couples more so than other professional pursuits, 

has been a subject of speculation among musicians them- 
selves as well as their public. Yet, reasons behind the 

} marital trend go almost hand in hand with the introduc- 
tion and popular acceptance of jazz. For the Negro musi- 
cian, more than any other professional group, is thrown 
into more intimate contact with the white world, and, as 
a result, has a wider range of selection in choosing a mate. 
Many such couples today whose marriages blossomed 
from a jazz bistro romance admit that it was music which 
brought them together. Typical is the case of Oscar Petti- 
ford and his wife, Harriet (see cover) whose nine-year 
marriage had its beginning at New York’s Onyx Club 
‘or where Pettiford was playing bass. Harriet admits that 
f “music indirectly brought us together,” points out that 











Some Say Wives Help Careers 


she once studied piano and could appreciate Oscar’s intri- 
cate manipulations on the bass. 

Understandably, many Negro musicians choose white 
wives for the help they can offer them in their careers. 
For example, jazz violinist Leroy (Stuff) Smith, who chose 
two white wives in his three trips to the altar, admits 
that an interracial marriage helped further his career. 
“A lot of Negro musicians,” he says, “feel that a white wife 
can help more. Because of their contacts among their 
own people, better jobs can be gotten. My second wife, 
for example (movie actress Lee Rogers), got me into 
several movies.” Smith’s present wife is Dorothy Butler 
Farrell, divorced wife of famed novelist James T. (Studs 
Lonigan) Farrell, whom he married 15 years ago following 
a meeting at Chicago’s old Three Deuces night club. 

The pattern of marrying across the color line after 
casual night club or cabaret meetings between Negro 
musicians and white women fans appears to have ex- 
tended to almost every instance of such marriages. This 
was also the case with singer Billy Daniels whose elope- 





Jazz pianist Teddy Wilson, after two marriages to Negro women, 
chose a white wife with whom he says he has found happiness. 
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ment-marriage to New 
England socialite Mar- 
tha Braun attracted 
nation-wide publicity. 
The two first met at 
an Eastern club where 
Daniels was singing 
and eventually eloped, 
touching off lively 
newspaper stories be- 
cause of her parents’ 
objections. 

In many cases, Ne- 
gro musicians decided 
to choose white mates 
following divorces 
from Negro wives. 
Such was the case 
with pianist Teddy 
Wilson who was twice 


marri Billy Daniels has had three white 
7 ed to Negro wives. Martha Braun is the latest. 


Singer Herb Jeffries and ex-UCLA coed Elizabeth _Alinsworth 
say “mutual love” drew them together. They live in Los Angeles. 
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Criticism Of Marriages Comes From Employers 





Stuff Smith married ex-wife of 
novelist James T. Farrell. 


Trumpet-player Ray Nance, 
model Gloria Harper eloped. 
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women before he wed his 
present wife, Janice. Others 
would include: trombonist 
Jay C. Higginbotham, Ink 
Spots quartet leader Bill 
Kenny and baritone singer 
Kenneth Spencer. 

Oddly, the jazz world’s 
cupid apparently knows 
neither color line nor age 
when it comes to making 
matches. A unique case in 
point is that of white- 
haired soprano saxophonist 
Sidney Bechet, who two 
years ago married German- 
born Elizabeth Ziegler in 
France to climax a romance 
that had begun 23 years be- 
fore. The two first met 
when Bechet went to Paris 
with the “Black Revue” in 





Donald Mills of the Mills 
Brothers met wife in England. | 
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1925, but both eventually married other mates—Elizabeth 
a Frenchman, and Bechet, a Chicago girl. Then, follow- 
ing divorce for both, the two decided to marry when 
Bechet returned to Paris in 1950, were finally wed in a 
mammoth ceremony that included a parade and celebra- 
tion on the Riviera. 

While many musicians find happiness and lasting mar- 
riage across the color line, seldom do such couples find 
escape from embarrassing race prejudice. Much criticism 
comes from employers, other Negroes as well as whites. 

“Police give Negroes out with their white wives merry 
hell,” says violinist “Stuff” Smith. “Once I was riding to 
Buffalo with Jay C. Higginbotham’s white wife, Carmaine, 
when a state trooper stopped us, although we weren’t 
traveling more than 35 miles an hour. He asked Carmaine 
for her driver’s license, then demanded: ‘Who is this 
woman?’ ” 

“IT had to think fast on that one, so I told him, ‘She’s 
my wife.’ 

“‘What are you doing out here with a white woman?’ 
he shot back. 

“T asked: ‘Do you love your wife?’ 

“‘Of course I love my wife,’ he said. ‘Well I love my 
wife,’ I answered. There was nothing for him to do but 
let us go.” 








tte 








Sidney Bechet, aging Dixieland saxophonist, married German- 
born Elizabeth Ziegler in a fabulous ceremony on the Riviera. 
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o PEOPLE o 


% Mrs. Lillie Brooks, mother 
of Joe Louis, was hospital- 
ized in Detroit after suf- 
fering severe gas pains. 
Her condition was reported 
fair. 


% Emperor Haile Selassie is 
very sick and is under the 
care of his physician, re- 
ports columnist Walter 
Winchell. 


% Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, sec- 
retary of the United Na- 
tions Trusteeship Commit- 
tee, will leave for India in 
January to participate in a 
government-sponsored 
seminar there. 


% Rep. Adam Clayton Pow- 
ell, Jr., of Harlem, and his 
concert pianist wife, Hazel 
Scott, purchased a $6,000 
Italian sports car which has 
already been delivered. 


% Paul Robeson was one of 
seven awarced the Stalin 
peace prize for his work in 
“strengthening of peace 
between peoples.’’ The 
100,000 ruble award is 
worth $25,450 in U. S. cur- 
rency. The awards went to 
citizens of seven countries. 
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% Joel Fluellen, well-known 
character actor, has a ma- 
jor role in the San Quentin 
Story, being produced by 
an independent film com- 
pany at Hollywood’s Mo- 
tion Picture Center. 


% Sammy Davis, Jr., dancer 
and stage mimic, bought 
an interest in the newly- 
formed DDR Recording 
Co., for whom he has al- 
ready recorded his first se- 
lections. 


*% Sugar Ray Robinson took 
out a $250,000 annuity with 
a New York risk firm that 
will pay him $3,000 a month 
for life after he reaches 45. 


% Billy Eckstine has 55 per- 
sonal appearances sched- 
uled during his coming 
European tour. He will also 
appear on television while 
abroad. 


% Harrison Dillard, the 
Olympic hurdles champion 
and Cleveland Indians pub- 
licity man, will participate 
in a series of five track 
meets at Kingston, Ja- 
maica. 





Wide World 


4] Throne For A ‘Prophet’: Testing the special built throne 
in his new Detroit church, Rev. Dr. James F. (Prophet) 
Jones snuggles back into carved, red upholstered dais, 
which has telephone within reach. Design of lavish 
throne is said to be like one used by King Solomon. 
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~W Launch Boat Named For Police Hero: With a police heli- 
copter hovering overhead, New York City’s police depart- 
ment officially commissioned its newest launch named in 
honor of Negro patrolman Harold K. Randolph who was 
killed in May, 1951, while disarming a demented gunman. 
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INP 


W Dugout Christmas Tree: On battlefront duty in Korea, 
Master Sergeant Theodore R. Kine could not get home 
to Birmingham, Ala., for Christmas, but he helped bring 
cheer to his buddies in the 40th Infantry Division by 
installing a Christmas tree at the entrance to his bunker. 
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INP 
Wl Left-Handed Typist: With his right arm out of action, 
S/Sgt. Kuriel Hildreth of Linden, Ala., finds the typewriter 
given him for Christmas the very thing he needed for 
catching up on his correspondence. He was one of the war 
veterans at the St. Albans, N. Y. Naval Hospital who re- 
ceived gifts from the N. Y. Journal American. 
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1 Xmas Party For German Tots: A Christmas treat was 
served up to 2,000 German children in Frankfurt when 
American army personnel at Erding Air Base invited 
them to be their guests at a Christmas party—American 
style. The tots feasted on turkey, nuts and candy. 
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Rollo 8. Vest 
»] A New Leaf, A New Year: Posing prettily as Little Miss 
1953, chubby Julia Imogene Vest, 19-month-old daughter 
of Detroit photographer Rollo S. Vest, turns over the tradi- 
tional “new leaf” in ushering in the New Year, hopes the 
year ahead will bring more happiness. 





38 


—_— TO of ot — bey TAA 


Ssanwmwynwo 


2 Ou 


I SEO IES 


rr 
\- 
e 


White Prisoner Enters Negro Cell, Attacks Woman 


A white man who sawed his way into the women’s 
celiblock in a North Little Rock, Ark., jail and attempted 
to rape a Negro woman was ordered committed to the 
State Hospital for observation. The man, H. V. Hall, used 
a hacksaw to cut his way from the men’s cellblock, where 
he was confined, to the women’s section. Hall had been 
sentenced earlier to 30 days in jail for drunkenness, and 
ordered to pay a $25 fine and costs. After the rape at- 
tempt, he was fined an additional $100 and costs for dam- 
aging public property and was bound over to the grand 
jury under $1,000 bond on charges of assault with at- 
tempt to rape. 


Arrest 13 Chicagoans In Morals Case 


Thirteen men, seven of them Negroes, were arrested 
on morals charges following a police raid on a South 
Side, Chicago, “pre-Christmas” party. Detective James 
McCarthy said he gained admittance with a card after 
he learned that teen-agers were being handed cards to 
the party. He signaled raiders to enter after he observed 
that a man, Carl Bredesen, was wearing a woman’s pink 
gown. 


Paroled Murderer Jailed In Ala. For Ohio Killing 


John Lucas, 45, of Cincinnati, who was on parole from 
one murder sentence, was arrested in Montgomery, Ala., 
and charged with another slaying. Lucas, who had vowed 
he “would never be taken alive,” was arrested by an FBI 
agent and a deputy sheriff in a Montgomery store. He 
was wanted in Ohio for killing Janie Martin in Cincin- 
nati, May 23. The FBI said he also wounded three men 
who were with the woman at the time. Lucas had been 
paroled from a murder sentence he began serving at 
Ohio State penitentiary in 1934. He was held for Ohio 
authorities. 
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NEW DESIGNS IN 1953 SWIM SUITS 


New swim suits for winter vacation wear are so dis- 
tinctive in style that many women will want to own two 
or three of them. They will wear these attractive crea- 
tions now on Southern beaches, while the rest of the 
country shivers, and use them again in the summer at 
Northern resorts, beaches and on cruises. The plain, slim 
lines which characterize many of the suits will flatter 
almost any figure, for imaginative little touches have 
been added to con- 
ceal a woman’s bad 
points and play up 
her good ones. Spe- 
cial attention has 
been given to the 
bustline, and all sorts 
of collars, pocket 
trims, buttons, fac- 
ings and appliques 












ny lastex one-strap 
suit by Sea Nymph has 
white trim. Price: $9. 











Black And White Are ‘33 Favorites 


add a striking note of indi- 
viduality. Black and white 
promise to be the favorite 
color combination for 1953, 
although a number of love- 
ly new shades have been 
introduced. Marks of new- 
ness will be white pockets 
set on black suits, white 
ruffling on bra-tops, and 
white buttons in unex- 
pected places. 


Navy blue lastex suit by Flezees 
has bra set in. Price: $13. 
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Sleek strapless suit has shir- 
ring on bra, skirt. Price: $13. 


Being introduced along 
with the newsmaking new 
suits are thoroughly fan- 
tastic straw hats which re- 
flect a “Mexican” and 
“Island” influence. Big, 
floppy hats that keep the 
sun from glaring into the 
eyes or burning the skin 
are shown in every imag- 
inable style, shape and col- 
or, and in various types of 
straw. Hats are being made 
to match some of the suits. 
Bathing caps are also more 
feminine. Some are 
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adorned with flowers, birds of paradise, and others bear 
dainty, colored ribbons of rubber. Beach skirts are being 
sold to convert a suit into a sundress outfit for those 
beach-to-hotel dashes. Bright cottons will be popular for 
beach coats, although some new fabrics will be seen. 

Much emphasis is being placed on coordinated outfits 
for resort and beach apparel because they are easy to 
wear and serve many uses. The large beach skirt can be 
used as a cape. Some beach coats can double off the 
sands as dusters. x» ; re os 
For winter vaca- |} - 
tions in the sun, 
fashion stresses 
elongated lines, 
narrow skirts, 
“boy” pants and 
bloomer-type out- 
fits. Fabrics “a la 
carte” will feature 
checks, plaids, 
stripes and coin 
dots which have 
gained tremendous 
popularity in the 
realm of aquatic 
materials. Most of 
the fabrics are 
elasticized, and are 
definitely sea- 
worthy. Certain to 
be seen are one- 
strap suits which 
gained prominence 
on the Riviera. De- 
signers like Flexees, 
Givenchy and Sea 
Nymph are featur- 
ing these new ideas 
in their 1953 collec- 
tions. 





One-piece suits by Sea Nymph are worn 
with or without straps. Price: $11. 
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CLEVELAND. The Gay Silhou- = 
ettes (Kappa Alpha Psi mI 
wives) helped keep the 

Greek letter crowd that WA 
swarmed into the “Forest ha 
City” for the big post-Xmas nij 
boulé happy with a “Sil- Cc 
houette Fiesta” at the ru 
Chief’s Club, where sleek hu 
models from the Artha-Jon Th 
Studio showed the latest de’ 
styles from South America. | we 
... Pretty Joan Riley (see ho 
photo) headed the Artha- lov 
Jons in an exclusive fash- 

ion review which was given PHI 
for sorors and their guests ter 
downtown at the Alpine ho 
Village. .. . To make cer- an 
tain that no one got lost in Fie 
the social whirl, lonely boys cit, 
met lonely gals at a big esc 
“Bait-a-Date” mixer to start of 
the round of social events loc. 
and romped on to the con- gue 
clave-topping Yuletide Ball Inr 
at Public Auditorium, where CHIC 
all fraternal and sorority — ; % pro 
groups united to dance to : 

Johnny Hodges’ music. Mode Jean Biey — 


DETROIT. White-coated waiters, Christmas decorations, | S¢M 
champagne and a soft-playing combo helped make the Wit. 
birthday party socialite Lydia Morgan tossed for herself whi 
in her luxurious recreation room one of the gayest of the ua 
season .. . Motor City friends went all-out with the pre- Cak 
nuptial parties they hosted for pretty Betty Sweeney and | 
handsome Peyton Hutchison before their post-Christmas 
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wedding ... Delta Sigma Theta and Stgma Theta Delta 
(a Jewish sorority) joined talent to give a classy campus 
fashion review at Wayne University ...Dr. and Mrs. 
Rudolph Porter christened their lavish new West Boston 
Blvd. home with a swank New Year’s eve party. 


WASHINGTON. Social-conscious Washingtonians let down their 
hair, donned shabby toggery and caroused far into the 
night at the Black Friars’ “Bums’ Ball” at the Lincoln 
Colonnade Ballroom... . Socialite Cecelia Penny is spiking 
rumors that she will take an early trek to the altar as she 
hurries plans to open her new cocktail lounge. ... Al 
Thompson, Welker Underdown, Andy Richardson, Bur- 
dette Hockaday and Robert Robinson—businessmen all— 
welcomed the New Year in grand style when they were 
hosts to friends in an elaborate party at Club 20-11 in the 
lower level of the Dunbar Hotel. 


PHILADELPHIA. The Quaker City will long remember the in- 
terracial bevy of beauties (residents) who served as 
hostesses at the lavishly-catered party given by the Ten- 
ants’ Council in the Terrace Room of the swank new 
Flamingo Apartments ...Club Clique attracted the 
city’s smartest post-debs and young matrons and their 
escorts to their classy “Bal de Noel” in the huge ballroom 
of the Broadwood Hotel, after which the newly-organized 
local chapter of the Continentals hosted the select 250 
guests at a pre-dawn breakfast in West Philly’s Trott 
Inn. 


CHICAGO. The Windy City social whirl reached cyclonic 
proportions as the ranking social organizations vied to 
outdo each other in gay holiday revelry. In all their 
traditional pomp and splendor the Snakes and the As- 
sembly (two of Chicago’s ranking men’s clubs) held forth 
with their annual formals at the Parkway Ballroom, 
which also housed the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority’s an- 
nual Scholarship Dance and the Royalite’s New Year’s Eve 
Cabaret Party. ... Between formals the Sam Hunters 
opened their spacious mansion to entertain top society 
at one of the season’s finest house parties. 


45 








« PEOPLE ARE. 


PERPREPELPE RESP PSSERSE SECTS ICE SORES PEED 


f 


a 


46 


That birthday gift given to Cleveland’s J. Walter Wills, 
Jr., by his dad, the noted undertaker. A lovely imported 
clock, the gift features a tiny ballerina figurine which 
on the hour comes out onto a miniature stage, is spot- 
lighted and executes intricate ballet steps before she 
makes her graceful exit. 


That “Sex Sermon for Women Only” preached at Cin- 
cinnati’s St. Stephen’s Baptist Church by Harlem’s fab- 
ulous evangelist, Father Kiowa Costonie. A crowd of 
1,500 women stormed the doors of the church, but 
plainclothes cops scattered in the audience considered 
the “sermon” too sexy and ordered the meeting dis- 
persed. They also ordered Father Costonie to leave 
town at once. 


The famous Negro ice skating star, Mabel Fairbanks, 
who for six months has been in Mexico doing the 
choreography for a television ice show with Mexican 
skaters. Thus far she has worked up six shows of four 
hours each that includes a two-and-a-half hour “T.V. 
School of the Air.” 


That new pretty one getting the eye from Joe Louis in 
Los Angeles. She’s a statuesque beauty who works in a 
West Adams Blvd. cocktail lounge and answers to the 
name of “China Doll.” 


That romance at Howard University involving three 
professors—two male, one a woman—all of whom have 
their Ph.D.’s. It was once an affair between two, but 
along came another “big brain” and now there are 
three. 


The plight of that popular young Philadelphia lawyer 
on whom the bar association has finally cracked down. 


He is temporarily under suspension for misappropria- | 


tion of a client’s funds. 
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+k The subtle warfare in Detroit between rival religious 
figures, Prophet Jones and Dr. James L. Lofton of the 
Paradise Theater Church of Our Prayer. The latest: 
Prophet Jones has lured away Lofton’s prize secretary, 
Susie Strother, and Andrew J. Smith, a prosecutor’s 
deputy. Smith has been made a “prince” in the Proph- 
et’s Kingdom. 


sk That denial in Hollywood by movie comedian Lincoln 
(Stepin Fetchit) Perry that he plans a “Lazy Man” act 
of Satchel Paige, Goose Tatum, Willie Best and Butter- 
fly McQueen. Step, instead, will star in a movie based 
on the life of Satchel Paige. 


% Ensley, Ala., playboy William Brown, who is making the 
rounds with the “Queen” of Miles College, all to the 
discomforture of that 20-year-old school marm. 


he Famous white orchestra leader Horace Heidt, who in a 
surprise announcement, was revealed as one of the five 
new vice presidents elected by the Los Angeles branch 
NAACP. Heidt recently figured in a Jim Crow case 
when his Palm Springs hotel was sued for refusing 
service to a Los Angeles Negro preacher. 


*k The new Detroit tabloid weekly newspaper, to be called 
The Rocket, scheduled for an early January debut. Big- 
wig Republican Ulysses Boykins is editor; Leroy G. 
White, the disc jockey and a top Democrat, is associate 
editor. A “gold-plated angel” hovers over both. 


Sie The Chicago painter, Archibald Motley, who with his 
mother planed to Mexico City to visit his brother, Wil- 
lard, the author. He’ll illustrate Willard’s latest novel, 
now nearing completion. 

si The sensational singing of actress Zsa Zsa Gabor in the 

* movie, Moulin Rouge, which actually is the voice of 
Negro actress singer Muriel Smith. 
—DAN BURLEY 
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BOOK 
OF THE WILLKIE 
WEEK By Joseph Barnes 


© It has long been a human frailty that the greats 
among us are often not recognized until they are dead. 
One of the true greats of our times was Wendell L. Will- 


kie but it was not until after his death in 1944 that his | 


stature as a foremost American was truly recognized. It 
was a symbol of his greatness that in his last years he 
became one of the staunchest cham- 
pions of Negro equality and that he 
did not have to wait until after his 
death to win recognition from 
Negroes. 


@ The chronicle of this immigrant’s 
son who rose to head one of the na- 
tion’s biggest utilities, and then be- 
came a liberal Republican candidate 
for the Presidency is told in a fine 
new biography, Wendell Willkie (Si- 
— = mon & Schuster $5) by one of his 
Wendell Willkie jose friends, newspaperman Joseph 
Barnes. One of the valuable contributions of Barnes is 
to dispel the longtime belief that Willkie was a reaction- 
ary corporation lawyer who had a change of heart in the 





— 


last days of his career to become an outstanding liberal. | 


It is Barnes’ thesis that Willkie was well grounded in 
liberalism early in his legal background. 


@ Barnes sees Willkie’s liberal attitude on the Negro 
problem as part of his earlier fights against the Ku Klux 
Klan while a young lawyer in Ohio. Willkie’s role in 
taking NAACP secretary Walter White to Hollywood to 
convince movie moguls to give Negroes a better break is 
recited. His moving Collier’s magazine article in which 


he berated both parties for evasion on civil rights is also 


recorded. 
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4 4 4 CHECK CASHER OF THE WEEK. In Berlin, 

Maryland, a 12-year-old boy went on a spending 
spree after obtaining three checks totaling $60. He visited 
three stores, cashed a check in each, made purchases of 
clothes, a wagon and rolls of wallpaper, and got about 
$38 in change. When his shopping tour ended he was 
promptly taken into custody by juvenile authorities and 
sent to Maryland Training School for Boys. Reasons: 
1) he had stolen the checks; and 2) the checks had been 
cashed before and cancelled. 





pS po “ NEATEST BLUFF OF THE WEEK. Quick think- 

ing by Ollie Harrington, “Dark Laughter” car- 
toonist, got him out of a tough spot in a Paris bar. 
Harrington was seated with two girls, when a former 
Harlem tough, walked up, told Harrington how bad he 
was and then began making passes at one of the girls. 
When she rebuffed him, the stranger began to swear and 
seemed on the verge of getting rough. Recalling a tough 
Harlem character whom he knew by name only, Har- 
rington asked: “Do you know Bumpy Johnson?” Startled, 
the stranger stared at Harrington, then said: “Sure, I 
know Bumpy—biggest touch-hawk in Harlem.” “Well,” 
said Harrington, “he’s a friend of mine.” Then, letting 
the words sink in, he added: “Now, the way you’re act- 
ing—you’re wrong.” “Aw, I didn’t mean no harm,” said 
the stranger as he quietly rose and slowly walked away 
from the party. 


EXPLANATION OF THE WEEK. After shooting 
his wife to death and seriously wounding his 
brother-in-law, 38-year-old Bailey Lee McNeill of Liden, 
N. C., offered an explanation to police. He said the vic- 
tims, Rachel McNeill and John Lewis Murchison, were 


Be ae a 


“wet blankets” and refused to join him in a party. 
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aS SS ROMANTIC BANDIT OF THE WEEK. While four 

; bandits held a gun on Philadelphia grocery store 
owner Fred Payton and emptied his cash register of $84.92, 
a fifth began kissing a customer, Mrs. Zelma Slocum, a 
bride of two months, then robbed her of $8. 


AS 5 TRAGEDY OF THE WEEK. Eight-week-old 

’ Johnny Lee Williams was trapped in his bed and 
burned to death by fire which swept through one room of 
his parents’ three-room home in Greenville, Miss. His 
mother, Mrs. Rosa Lee Williams, who was outside hanging 
clothes when the fire started, was cut off from her infant 
son by a wall of fire. The father was at work. Three fire 
engine companies arrived on the scene too late. Mrs. 
Williams said later the fire was caused by a defective flue. 


SS THIEF OF THE WEEK. Philadelphia police ar- 

rested 23-year-old John Bethda, a New York 
department store employee, on a charge of stealing $5,000 
worth of merchandise from Philadelphia stores on his 
days off. They said Bethda only robbed business estab- 
lishments in Philadelphia and hid his loot in a home he 
bought there. He would then return to New York to 
another residence which he owns, and plan future rob- 
bing escapades for his next off day 
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NEXT WEEK IN JET 


FACULTY SCANDALS AT NEGRO COLLEGES 


One of the greatest sources of harassment to 
Negro college presidents is the ever-present threat 
of indiscretions of faculty and staff members be- 
coming public. Such embarrassments, though usu- 
ally involving extra-marital affairs of professors, 
have sometimes even extended to murder cases as 
JET points out in an unusual article. 
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New Drug Conquers Woman’s Arthritis 

The new hormonal drug, cortisone, was credited with 
ending the seven-year arthritis affliction of Mary Middle- 
ton, secretary at the Department of Physical Medicine 
of Cleveland’s City Hospital. A former knitting mill op- 
erator, Miss Middleton was bedridden with the illness for 
most of the seven years. After the cortisone treatments, 
however, her stiffened hands, elbows and knees unloos- 
ened. A year ago last August she took the position of 
clinic secretary in the hospital, and can now operate a 
typewriter for hours without strain. Miss Middleton also 
took occupational therapy in conjunction with cortisone 
treatments. 


1 Competes In 
Rome Art Show: 
Competing for 
prizes against 52 
other artists 
from 15 nations 
in Rome art 
show, sculptor 
John Rhoden of 
Birmingham, 
Ala.,gives a final 
inspection to his 
“bronze maid- 
ens” before put- 
ting them on 
exhibit. He is 
studying at the 
American Acad- 
emy in -Rome 
on a Fulbright 
scholarship. 





51 















SPORTS 


Call Turpin World’s Best ae ge 

Randy Turpin will regain the 
middleweight championship of the 
world, American Negro light heavy- 
weight Mel Brown said in Singa- 
pore. Brown trained Turpin for his 
successful title fight with Sugar Ray 
Robinson in London. “I must add,” 
Brown said, “that Turpin today is 
not the same Turpin who beat Rob- 
inson. He has slipped somewhat, 
but it does not mean to say he is 
not the best middleweight in the : . 
world now that Sugar Ray has quit.” Randy Turpin 
Brown said he won a “bad name from bigwigs who control 
boxing in America” for training Turpin. 


Robinson Is Second Best National League Batter 

Jackie Robinson holds the second best lifetime batting 
average among active National League players, league 
Statistics disclosed. In six full seasons, he has registered 
1,060 hits in 3,333 at bats for a .314 average. He hit .308 
last season. Top man: Stan Musial, .346. 
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MINNIE MINOSO PREDICTS BIG 


Chicago White Sox star Orestes (Minnie) Minoso 
pledged himself to a good 1953 season in a letter to John 
Hoffman, baseball writer for the Chicago Sun-Times. 

“T have a good season in 1953,” Minoso wrote from Ha- 
vana, Cuba. “I am one of the few players that know to 
do what I got to do, according to the circumstances. I 
have learned to play all position except pitching, yet in- 
deed if it happen to be that I urgently call in for that 
position, I will step on the box without fear. You may 
remember at the end of the season I were almost been 
used as a catcher. 

“T started from a small village in the country (Cuba) 
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Walcott Demands Rematch With Marciano 
Former heavyweight champion Jersey Joe Walcott and 
his manager, Felix Bocchicchio, demanded that the Penn- 
sylvania State Athletic Commission and the National Box- 
ing Association force champion Rocky Marciano to honor 
their contract for a rematch in 90 days of the date (Sept. 
23, 1952) on which the title changed hands. In releasing 
| the statement, John (Ox) DaGrosa, Pennsylvania com- 
' | mission chairman, declared that “This contract is valid.” 
Meanwhile, the International Boxing Club made plans for 
a Marciano-Walcott bout in Chicago in late March or 
early April. 


Globetrotters Plan Second Continental Tour 





7 } The Harlem Globetrotters concluded arrangements for 
another summer tour abroad. Included will be a stop in 

ol London next June during Coronation Week. Other stops: 
Paris, Rome, Athens, Istanbul, Geneva, and Frankfort, 
Germany. 

ig Oklahoma Club Purchases Lonnie Summers 

1e The Oklahoma City Indians of the Texas League pur- 

»d chased catcher Lonnie Summers from the San Diego 

08 Padres. Summers formerly starred for the Chicago Amer- 
ican Giants. 

WPDINIIDIDG 

G SEASON FOR HIMSELF IN 1953 

so and know that success first of all things observing good 

in is one of the best way to take care of myself. A player 
that cares himself can stay in games many years. After 

a- all those sacrifice in the minor league to be some, I can 

to not now throw everything overboard. 

I “No, man, don’t think I am so lack of sense. At the same 
n- time, there is big responsibilities on my shoulders which 
at will not permit me even if I wanted to return home dis- 
ay appointed and lock-out by incapacity toward minor 
en | league. I have good year. You see.” 

: Minoso, whose average slipped 45 points last season, is 
a) | leading the Cuban Winter League with a .341 mark. 
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Gil Turner Knocks Out Miceli In Sixth 

Gil Turner scored a _ technical 
knockout over Joe Miceli in 58 
seconds of the sixth round of their 
scheduled 10-round welterweight 
bout at Philadelphia. Turner weath- 
ered a beating in the first round, 
came back to take control, and un- 
leashed a two-fisted barrage to 
gain his 32nd victory in 34 pro 
fights. 


Moore Receives $800 For Fight 

Archie Moore revealed that he re- 
ceived only $800 for winning the 
light heavyweight championship 
from Joey Maxim but added: “It made me feel like a mil- 
lionaire.’”’” Maxim reportedly received a $100,000 guarantee, 
about $11,000 in excess of the gross gate. 


Dillard Enters Philadelphia Track Carnival 

Olympic star Harrison Dillard filed his entry for the an- 
nual indoor track carnival scheduled for Philadelphia’s 
Convention Hall on Jan. 23. He will be shooting for his 
sixth victory in the 50-yard high hurdles. Oddly, his only. 
defeat in the carnival and his last in indoor competition 
(current mark: 22 straight wins) was suffered in 1950 
when the Ben Ogden starting gate-failed and Dillard was 
left at the mark as the starting pistol went off. 


Gil Turner 


Gilliam Leads International League Fielders 

James (Junior) Gilliam of the Montreal Royals led In- 
ternational League second basemen last season with a 
.986 fielding average. Gilliam, who is slated to succeed 
Jackie Robinson at Brooklyn, made only nine errors in 
120 games. His teammate, Jim Pendleton, made more 
errors than any other shortstop (44), but led in: games, 
151; putouts, 258; assists, 466; and participation in 
doubleplays, 100. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc”? Young 


The Pro Bowl game at Los Angeles January 10 will 
be marked by the presence of some mighty fine play- 
ers. The best of the big bruisers will be there, But, 
many a fan will rue the absence of Big Marion Mot- 
ley of the Cleveland Browns, who was, in this writer’s 
opinion, as great as any fullback who ever dug cleats 
into gridiron. 

Big Marion, unless he is more successful than was 
Ponce de Leon in search of “the fountain of youth,” 
is through as an offensive star, another victim of Ol’ 
Father Time. But, when Big Marion had “it,” he had 
more of it than any other fullback of his time—per- 
haps of all time. The record shows that he gained 
more yards than Bronko Nagurski, the all-pro full- 
back in legend. 

Work this all-time pro fullbacking business 
down to Motley vs. Nagurski, then listen to Joe 
Stydahar, an all-pro lineman who played with 
Nagurski. “For my money,” says Stydahar, 
“Motley is one of the finest fullbacks of all time. 
Nagurski didn’t have much speed in the open. 
Motley runs like a track man past the line of 
scrimmage.” 

Motley had a wealth of power; I once saw him gain 
eight or 10 yards with five tacklers hanging on. He 
was a superb linebacker. There was the time the 
Philadelphia Eagles smashed to the Browns’ three- 
yard line only to be repulsed by three smashing 
Motley tackles. There never was a better blocker for 
a passer. He himself was a good pass receiver. And, 
finally, he had courage. He scored 12 touchdowns in 
1947 although he was unwell, which moved Coach 
Paul Brown to comment, “I wish I had 11 sick men 
like Motley.” Pro Bowl fans will miss him. 











W Traveling Track Stars: Members of the American Ama- 
teur Athletic Union track team board a plane in New 
York, bound for Kingston, Jamaica, to compete in a 
series of meets sponsored by the Jamaica Olympic Asso- 
ciation. The travelers (1.-r., front): Coach Joe Yancey, 
Mal Whitfield, Reggie Pearman; (on steps) Milt Camp- 
bell, Jim Gathers, Roscoe Brown, Byron LaBeach, and 
Harrison Dillard. 
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Negro Pupils Lose Suit Against Fla. Trade School 

The Florida Supreme Court turned down three suits by 
Negroes to compel admission to the Pensacola Vocational 
School, which they said had refused to accept them as 
students because of race. The court upheld a lower court 
finding that one was rejected because of “physical de- 
fects” and the other two because they did not meet quali- 
fications. The three plaintiffs are Robert Rankin, Mattie 
Lee Atkins and Simpson White. School authorities ad- 
mitted that no Negroes are enrolled in the trade school, 
and that no other school is operated in Escambia Coun- 
ty for Negroes. They insisted, however, that the three 
litigants were not excluded for racial reasons. 





Mixed Youth Group Discusses Integration In S. C. 

A three-day interracial conference on the issue of seg- 
regation in public schools was held at Allen University in 
Columbia, S. C. The conference, sponsored by 425 students 
and faculty members from 160 southern and border state 
colleges and universities was coordinated by officers of 
the Southern Conference Education Fund. “No group is 
more profoundly affected by school segregation than the 
youth of the region,” said James A. Dombrowski, Fund 
director. “But youth is seldom consulted,” he added. Con- 
ference speakers included Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune, 
founder of Bethune-Cookman and Dr. Herman H. Long, 
director of race relations at Fisk University. 


Ala. To Build $385,000 High School At Tuskegee 

A $385,000 high school will be built in Tuskegee, Ala., 
on a 15-acre strip of land given to the state by Tuskegee 
Institute. Although the bulk of the school building cost 
is being financed through a Federal appropriation 
granted to areas having a heavy population of govern- 
ment employees, the state will contribute $50,000 through 
the Macon County School Board. The Tuskegee Board 
of Trustees also granted a long-term lease of 100 acres 
to the Boy Scouts of America for a camping site. 
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N. C. Negro Teachers Earn More Than White 

Negro public school teachers in North Carolina re- 
ceived an average salary of $74 a year higher than 
white teachers during the 1951-52 school year, a sur- 
vey of state Education Department records disclosed 
in Raleigh. Negro teachers were paid an average of 
$2,854, while whites got $2,780 for the period studied. 
Department officials explained that North Carolina 
has a straight salary scale for teachers based on 
teaching experience and education. In general, the 
state’s 7,992 Negro teachers remain on their jobs 
proportionately longer than whites and hold more 
advanced degrees. 








Ga. Increases Expenditures On Negro Colleges 


Facing a segregation test in Federal court, the Univer- 
sity System of Georgia increased its per capita spending 
on Negro students at Savannah State College from $583.03 
to $886.45 during the past fiscal year. Enrollment at the 
school dropped, however, from 1,067 in 1951 to 899 in 1952. 
Most of the money was used for improvements on build- 
ings—with $14,722.78 used for that purpose. At the white 
Georgia State College for Women, where enrollment 
dropped from 770 in 1951 to 642, the per capita expendi- 
tures were increased from $1,357.30 to $1,490.98. 


Two Howard U. Professors Get Fulbright Grants 


Fulbright grants for lecturing and research abroad 
were awarded to M. Wharton Young, professor of neuro- 
anatomy, and Frank D. Dorey, associate professor of 
social ethics and sociology of religion, both of Howard 
University. Dr. Young will serve as a lecturer in medi- 
cine at Chiba Medical University in Chiba-Ken, Japan. 
Dr. Dorey will lecture at the American University in 
Cairo, Egypt. To date, 12 Howard faculty members have 
studied under Fulbright Fellowships. 
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AME’s Split, New Church Formed In Texas 

A new religious denomination, the Independent AME 
Church of Texas, was formed in Houston by a disgruntled 
former presiding elder who split with Rev. Joseph Gomez, 
bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church’s 10th 
District, after a long-standing feud. A 21-member board 
of directors promptly named the former presiding elder, 
Rev. L. C. Graves, bishop of the new church. The dissen- 
sion between Rev. Mr. Graves and Bishop Gomez began 
last year when Graves and a number of ministers criti- 
cized the bishop’s administration. Although some of the 
rebels publicly apologized later, Graves refused to make 
any peace overtures. “Because I refused to get on my 
belly like a snake and apologize to Bishop Gomez, I was 
busted down,” he declared, “but now I’m clean as a 
hound’s tooth.” 





# Fur Coats For The Poor: Thirty fur coats for distribu- 
tion to the poor were presented to Chicago minister Rev. 
Lewis Boddie of Greater Harvest Baptist Church by 
Charles Galler of the Marshall Fur Co. The unclaimed 
coats, valued from $100 up, are to be given to needy per- 
sons—regardless of race or creed. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Singer Pat Rainey Wins Suspended Sentence 

Night club entertainer Patricia 
(Pat) Rainey, 25, was granted a 
suspended sentence after being 
convicted of narcotics and pros- 
titution charges in New York 
City. Special Sessions Judge Ed- 
ward J. Breslin granted the sus- 
pension on condition that Miss 
Rainey, daughter of former as- 
sistant U.S. Attorney General 
Julian Rainey, return to her 
home in Boston with her father, 
who appeared in court to plead ; 
for leniency. Pat Rainey 





White Musicians Union Votes To Admit Negroes 

The all-white Los Angeles Musicians Local 47 voted for 
a merger with Negro Local 767 by 1,608 votes to 1,308. 
The merger permits the Negro musicians to join the 
white local without paying initiation fees, provides for 
full $1,000 death benefits to musicians under 39 after 
their first year of membership. However, the situation 
became confused when Local 767 in its annual election 
voted against the merger. As a result, the members of 
the Negro unit will have a secret ballot Jan. 9 on the 
proposed merger. If they then decide in favor of the 
proposal, the actual merger will take place at a date de- 
termined by both locals. 


Sugar Ray Booked For Las Vegas Hotel 

Tap dancing ex-middleweight champion Sugar Ray 
Robinson will open a two-week engagement at the Sahara 
Hotel in Las Vegas on Jan. 27, and will be paid $15,000 
per week. Robinson’s Las Vegas engagement follows his 
year’s end stint at the Pittsburgh Garden in Pittsburgh, 
Pa. Meanwhile, Joe Glaser of the Associated Booking 
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Corp., is setting the Ray Robinson tour to include an en- 
¢gagement at Chicago’s Chez Paree and other clubs. 


| Jubilee Singers Premier New Hall Johnsen Work 
Noted Negro composer Hall Johnson’s new composition 
| for symphony orchestra and male voices, entitled Spirit- 
ual Moods, will receive its U.S. premiere on Feb. 17 in a 
performance by the Fisk Jubilee Singers, with the Cin- 
|} cinnati Symphony Orchestra The composition was first 
| heard in December, when the Jubilee Singers appeared 
in Tunis, North Africa, with the Grand Orchestra Sym- 
phonique. The work caused a sensation, and was hailed 
in the press of Tunisia as “music of great expressive 
; power and enchantment.” The Johnson work will be per- 
formed again in Buenos Aires this summer; it includes 
| several Afro-American folk melodies, which the Jubilee 
Singers introduced to the concert world over 70 years ago. 





a Guest Sym- 
‘|phony Soloist: 
= Appearing as the 
ter only Negro guest 
€I! soloist with the 
ion Atlanta Sym- 
on phony Orches- 
Pw tra, 15-year-old 
the Vivian Stodhill 
de.| 8 over a score 
with conductor 
| Henry Sopkin. 
Youthful pianist 
played Prelude 
In G@ Minor in 
000 second series of 
"his Young Peoples’ 
Concert. 











Comedian Leases Newark, N. J., Opera House 


Bud Harris, partner in a stage 
and nightclub comedy act with 
veteran film actor Mantan More- 
land, leased the Opera House The- 
ater in Newark, N. J., where he 


















will present “live” stage shows. A‘ 
Harris, who reportedly invested and 
$25,000 in the venture, is himself just 
featured in the first stage presen- ups 
tation at the Opera House with The 
Moreland and Andy Kirk and his = 


orchestra. 


W Makes Acting 
Debut: Nat (King) 
Cole proved as 
much of an actor 
as a singer when 
he played his first 
straight dramatic 
role in the Lux 
Video Theater tele- 
vision production 
Songs For A Ban- 
jo which starred 
singer Dick Haymes 
and Nancy Guild 


orn: Al 


To Leroy (Satchel) Paige, star pitcher of the St. Louis} pth, 
Browns baseball club, and his wife, LaHoma; in Kansas} say 
City, Mo.; their fourth child, a son. Name: Leroy, Jr stay 
Weight: 10 lbs., eight oz. ope! 
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A The Ralph Sharpers (Mr. 
and Mrs. Harlem Society) 
just purchased a 200-acre 
upstate New York farm. 
They plan to build a four- 
story hotel on the grounds 
and install a golf course 
and tennis court. 


A Cops are combing the 
city in search of an ofay 
playgirl who clipped the 
manager of a former big- 
name fighter of a thousand 
dollars in his hotel room 
while he slept. 


A Biggest seller of Xmas 
trees in Harlem was New 
York Giant baseballer Hank 
Thompson, who cut more 
than 5000 of them on his 
New Jersey farm. 

A Mrs. Nat King Cole’s sis- 
ter, Charlette Charity, and 
Bob Peale are taking mar- 
riage vows in Los Angeles. 
A Intimates of Teddy 
Briggs, often mentioned as 
Ethel Waters’ heart throb, 
say that he’s decided to 
stay in Los Angeles and 
open a cafe there. 


A Bandleader Earl Bostic’s 
gift to his wife, Hildegarde, 
on their tenth wedding an- 
niversary was a down pay- 
ment on an apartment 
house in Long Island. 


A Paris night club critics 
are raving over Ruby “Cur- 
lytop” Richards at the 
Folies Bergere. The ex-Cot- 
ton Clubeauty does a shake 
dance that leaves ringsiders 
gasping for breath. 


A Before he defends his 
newly-won light-heavy- 
weight title, Archie Moore 
will make a night club tour 
with Lucky Thompson’s ork. 
He’s part-owner of the ork, 
also plays bass fiddle in it. 


A The Bob Baileys deny 
rumors of a split in their 
happy married life. She’s 
the singing cutey with 
Louis Jordan’s ork. 


A When singer Billy Dan- 
iels returns to TV next sea- 
son for the same sponsor, 
his manager will ask—and 
get—$15,000. 
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Joyce Bryant 


hi 





Georgia Carr 


A Those $1,500 gowns that 
hug singer Joyce Bryant’s 
shapely figure tightly at the 
Algiers night club in Miami 
Beach are gifts of a rich 
ofay real estate mogul 
whom she loves like mad. 


A Satchel Paige just or- 
dered two dozen pair of size 


12 shoes at $50 per pair! 


from Jackie Robinson’s de- 
partment store. The order 
also included fur-lined bed- 
room slippers. 


A Most successful barmaid 
in town is ex-chorine Val- 
lerie Follins, who works be- 
hind the bar at Flap’s Cafe 
in a scanty chorus gal cos- 
tume that has the males 
drooling in their beers. 











se 


Satchel Paige 


A Josephine Premice, who 
just returned from a Eu- 
ropean dance tour, has one 
of France’s richest leather 
importers spending $1,500 
monthly on trans-Atlantic 
calls for love conversations. 


A Singer Georgia Carr and 
Paul Quinochette, saxman 
with Count Basie’s ork, are 
renewing their old child- 
hood romance. 


A Whenever St. Louis med- 
ico Carl Rollins visits town, 
the first place he goes is 
Creole Pete’s restaurant, 
where he dons a chef’s 
apron and goes into the 
kitchen to make a pot of 
gumbo. 

—MAJOR ROBINSON 


Josephine Premice 











April In 
Paris 
A musical come- 

dy that will provide 

the family with an 
evening of light 
entertainment is 

Warner Brother’s 

April In Paris, fea- 

turing Doris Day 

and Ray Bolger. Al- es 
though the plot is Ray Bolger and Doris Day 

weak and far from novel, the song and dance routines by 

Bolger and Miss Day give the film a refreshing treatment 

that prevents its falling into the rut of triteness. Bolger 

is featured as a kind-hearted State Department official 
who falls in love with a beautiful chorus girl (Doris Day) 
while aboard a ship bound for Europe. With the help of 
soft music, moonlit skies and Miss Day’s singing the kind 
of songs that made her famous, Bolger falls in love and 
asks her to marry him. They go to the captain to be mar- 
ried but, without their knowledge, the ceremony is per- 
formed by a busboy dressed in the captain’s uniform. The 
picture becomes weak when it resorts to slapstick antics 
used by a French matinee idol to stop the lovers from 
having a honeymoon. April in Paris introduces to the 

American movie goers Claude Dauphin, popular French 

actor, who many critics believe will replace Charles Boyer 

as the leading continental lover. 




















Week’s Radio-TV Preview 

Sugar Ray Robinson on the Jackie Gleason Show (Satur- 
day, Jan. 3, at 8 p.m. EST) on CBS television. 

The Wiley College Choir on Negro College Choirs (Sunday, 
Jan. 4, at 9:30 a.m. EST) on ABC radio. 
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good-bye to lonelines® 
gay hello to lovelines® 
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GUARANTEES RESULTS FROM JUST ONE JAR! 
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the See for yourself how NADINOLA For oily skin 

ich Cream gives your skin that New Nadinola De- 
ver creamier, brighter, clearer ap- luxe Bleaching 






pearance that makes men l9ok 
at you with new interest and 
women say, “‘how lucky she is to 
have such lovely skin!” 


ur- Use Naprino a to lighten your "For dry skin 
complexion, toloosen blackheads, a Fae a age ce 
to make your skin feel softer and Sonne Pass hed 
lay, smoother, look clearer and lovelier. Neti fins. coamelic 
There are 2 kinds of NADINOLA— : / oils to relieve dry- 
both fully guaranteed. li " ness. 60¢ and $1. 


Cream contains no 
oil, no grease. Light- 
ens skin, lessens 
shine. 75¢ and $1.25. 














1953 SWIM SUITS 


With buttons, bloomer 
sbottoms and plunging 
bustlines, the 1953 swim 
suit styles promise to be 
more eye-appealing than 
ever. (See “Modern Liv- 
ing.”) 








